
From the Principal 
Dear Woodlawn Families,  
Thanks so much to all of you who attended conferences last week. Our goal is to make 
contact with 100% of our families. Conference time, especially, is a time for all of us to 
listen and learn from each other as we work as a team to help our students succeed and 
do their best! We celebrate each student’s strengths and accomplishments as well as 
bring focus to areas of improvement. It is a wonderful time for your students and their 
teachers to share all the amazing learning that has been taking place, and it is incredible 
to think that our school year is a third of the way over already!  
 
On Wednesday, November 14, our school will be honoring Lindsey Holladay as our 
Woodlawn Friend of Education. Lindsey served as president-elect of our PTO from 2014-
15 and is currently serving in that position again. She continued to serve as president of 
our PTO from 2015-2017. In addition to the numerous activities and events Lindsey has 
led, she has volunteered to lead the after-school Spelling Bee club for six years! Thank 
you, Lindsey, for your dedication and service to Woodlawn students, staff, and families! 
 
For the ninth year, Woodlawn will be the host site for runLawrence’s Thanksgiving Day 
5K. This is the 14th year for this organization’s event which brings many newcomers to 
North Lawrence to our school! There is no entry fee for the Children’s Fun Run which 
starts at 9:15 a.m. Our PTO is sponsoring the fun run, and could use a few more volunteer 
parents to help. Participants for the Fun Run need to sign up for the race that day in the 
gym. Each Fun Run finisher will receive a fun award after running! Adults wishing to run 
the 5K can register online at: http://www.runlawrence.org/TDay5k.html There is a discount 
for registering before the event. Last year runLawrence donated $3,000.00 of their profits 
to Woodlawn for hosting the event! In addition, the group helps fund marathon clubs in 
each of Lawrence’s schools.. We appreciate their support and are looking forward to this 
year’s event!  
 
As stated in last month’s newsletter, the safety of all our students is our utmost concern. 
Please see the enclosed flyer and information about the crisis drills and ALICE training 
our staff is receiving.  
 
During this month of Thanksgiving, we need to keep in mind the words of Sarah Ban 
Brethnach: “<when we choose not to focus on what is missing from our lives but are 
grateful for the abundance that's present--love, health, family, friends, work, the joys of 
nature, and personal pursuits that bring us pleasure--the wasteland of illusion falls away 
and we experience heaven on earth.”  
 
In thankfulness for the staff and families of Woodlawn  
                                  

SAVE THE DATE: 
 

•  NOV 14: Woodlawn Day 
at Papa Keno’s Pizza! 

• NOV 15: Friendly Smiles 
Dental clinic at Woodlawn 

• NOV 16: Dress like your 
favorite book character day! 

• NOV 20:  Fall classroom 
parties ~ 8:00am-8:45am 

• NOV 21-23: NO SCHOOL 

• NOV 22: RunLawrence 
Thanksgiving Day 5K 8:30am 
PTO fun-run at 9:15am 

• NOV 26: PTO Care for a 
family penny drive kick off 

• NOV 30: NEON Day< 
wear super bright clothes and 
sunglasses to school 

• DEC 5: Site Council 
4:00pm Conference room; 
PTO meeting, 5:15 Library, 
Childcare provided in the gym  

• DEC 20: Winter sing-a-
long! Join us in the gym for 
some winter fun! 

• DEC 21: Spelling Bee 

• DEC 21: Animal Day!  
Dress like your favorite 
animal, wear animal print, or 
bring your favorite stuffed 
animal! 

• DEC 22—Jan 8*: Winter 
break! NOTE change in 
date from original school 
calendar! 
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You should know... 
Additional Safety Drills Required for 2018-2019  

An article in Business Insider states that in the United States there have been almost as many mass shoot-
ings as there have been days this year. Certainly, this was one of the factors for the change in safety drills 
required by the state this year. During the 2018-2019 school year, Kansas schools are required to conduct 
additional safety drills. House Sub for Senate Bill 109 requires the following drills:  
• Four fire drills  
• Three tornado drills  
• Nine crisis drills that shall include, but not be limited to, intruder response and lockdown drills.  
 
We are allowed to treat these crisis drills as learning experiences, talking about them before they take place. 
On the day we are to have a drill, students are made aware of the drill being scheduled during morning an-
nouncements. In addition, teachers talk with the students in the classrooms about the procedures to follow 
during the drill. When it is time for the drill, the announcement given states that a drill is taking place. We try 
to keep everything as low-key as possible.  
 
So far this school year, Woodlawn has conducted a fire drill, tornado drill, one lockout drill (in which normal 
classroom activity is maintained, except no students/staff will be allowed outside the building) and one lock-
down drill (securing in place with a lockdown of the rooms.) At least one of the drills this year is to be an 
evacuation drill. We have made arrangements with the clergy and Board of Centenary Church at Fourth and 
Elm to use their facility as our evacuation site. We will share more information about that as the time for the 
evacuation drill is nearer. All staff of USD 497 has completed an online training in the ALICE procedures and 
each school’s staff will be obtaining a scenario in-person training in the near future (see full explanation on 
the following page).  “We know that younger students need frequent reminders of safe practices in order to 
make good decisions related to their personal safety. The district asks that families assist us by reinforcing 
with their children personal safety habits, including listening and following directions and knowing and un-
derstanding the different safety drills practiced at school.”  



You should know... 



The more you know... 
Wednesday H.A.W.K.S. Groups  
(Helping All Woodlawn Kids Succeed)  
 
Research has shown that it is very beneficial for students to have positive relationships with numer-
ous adults and differing-aged peers in school. This allows them to access multiple perspectives and 
build trust with others in the school community. At Woodlawn, all available adults (classroom teach-
ers, Title and SPED teachers, custodians, specials’ teachers, school nurse, administrative assistant, 
principal) have a HAWKS group which includes students from all grade levels. In addition to building 
that sense of community, the HAWKS groups also give us the opportunity to use a common 
“Positive Action” vocabulary throughout the building to help build the social/emotional competencies 
of our students. We are also hoping this will:  
 
• Create building community  
• Foster individual feelings of significance and belonging 
• Set the tone for a positive building culture 
• Support social and emotional learning, resulting in 
• Increased academic achievement  
 
This year our HAWKS groups meet almost every other Wednesday, with some deviations for other 
calendared activities. Staff reflected on our meeting times that were held at the beginning of the year 
last year, and decided that meeting at the end of the day, before dismissal, would be less disruptive 
to everyone’s schedule. In addition to the positive action vocabulary lessons, we are also working to 
provide opportunities for students to give back to the community. In a few weeks, we will be making 
fleece blankets for Midland Care and the Ballard Center. HAWKS groups—they make a difference 
at Woodlawn!  



PTO Info - Get involved! 
 
Hello, Woodlawn Families! This year is flying by and we cannot say enough how  
thankful we are to have a school community that is so generous with their time, money and effort!  
October was filled with lots of great events< we were able to donate 343 pairs of socks to the com-
munity shelter after sock-hop, and earned  $2562 from our fall fundraiser!!  Please help us continue 
to earn money by joining us at Papa Keno’s today, November 14th. Simply drop your receipt in the 
Woodlawn Donation box and we will earn 20% of all tickets for the day< Tell you friends and family 
too!  All money from restaurant nights will be used toward the purchase of a new sign to place on the 
corner in front of the school.  
 
As the holiday season nears, PTO will be holding a penny drive to raise money for our Care for a 
Family project. There will be snowman change jars placed in each of the classrooms beginning No-
vember 26th, with a goal of raising $250 dollars. Start saving those pennies now!   
 
Thank you for all that you do to support Woodlawn; your participation ensures our success!  
Go Riverhawks! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Tiffany Gurss, President  
 racinggirl34@gmail.com  
  
 Lindsey Holladay, President-Elect  
 lholladay@hotmail.com 
 
 Jamie Hill, Treasurer  
 jamie.m.hill@sbcglobal.net 
 
 Lindsey Rogers, Secretary 
 ecofriendlycleaning01@yahoo.com 
 
 Alicia Erickson, Volunteer Coordinator 
 alerixon@gmail.com 

 
 

 

Help us reach our goal 

of collecting $250 



Sounds like FUN!! 



From the School Nurse 

PLEASE< protect our students with severe 

food allergies by asking your child’s teacher 
for a list of allergies PRIOR to sending 
snacks to be shared in the classroom!!!  

HEAD LICE HAPPENS!!   
PARENTS: YOU HAVE THE MOST IMPORTANT ROLE IN CONTROLLING THE 
SPREAD OF HEAD LICE! CHECK YOUR CHILD’S HEAD REGULARLY AND NOTIFY 
THE SCHOOL NURSE IF YOU FIND HEAD LICE ON YOUR STUDENT! 



November 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
Picture Retake 

Day! 

2 
NO SCHOOL 

3 

4 5 6 7 8 
NO SCHOOL 

9 
NO SCHOOL 

10 

11 12 13 14 
Woodlawn day 
at Papa Kenos 

15 
Friendly smiles 

dental clinic 

16 
Dress Like your 
favorite Book 

Character Day 

17 

18 19 20 21 
NO SCHOOL 

22 
NO SCHOOL 
Thanksgiving 

day 5K 

23 
NO SCHOOL 

24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 
NEON Day 

 

Parent Teacher Conferences 

PTO Penny Drive: Care for a family 



 

 

December 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 
Site Council 

4:00 
PTO mtg. 5:45 

6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 
 

Winter Family 
Sing-a-long 

21 
Spelling Bee 
Animal Day 

22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

NO SCHOOL—WINTER BREAK! 



Join us on Social Media! 

https://www.facebook.com/woodlawnelementary/ 


